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         “Pets Are Family Too…”

With the July 4th is just around the corner, here are some precautions to insure the safety of your pet.  Remember, July 4th can be a potentially dangerous and frightening time for pets.   Dogs and cats have extraordinary hearing and may find the noise from fireworks causes them pain and discomfort.  In panic, they will go to great lengths to escape their enclosures, dig under fences and chew through leashes.  July 5th is the busiest day of the year at animal shelters.  Dogs are found miles from their homes, confused, disorientated, and exhausted.  People call hoping to locate a missing dog that, terrified, crashed through a window, jumped a high fence, or broke it’s leash or chain.  

The following tips are offered to help keep your pets safe during the coming 

July 4th.

· Make certain your pet has a good strong collar with current license tags, in the event it escapes.  Consider having a microchip implanted into your pet for accurate identification.

· Never let off fireworks near animals.

· Keep your pets at home when you go to watch a fireworks display.

· Make sure all pets are comfortable indoors, in a secure area with the curtains closed.

· Leave the television or radio on to camouflage the noise of the fireworks.

· If your pet has displayed extreme sensitivity to fireworks in the past, consider talking with your veterinarian about the availability of a mild sedative to help keep your pet calm.

· If you remain home with your animal don’t reinforce its behavior by offering sympathy, instead divert its attention by playing a game or stroking the animal.

· Leave a scared cat alone.  Don’t try to force a cat from its hiding place.  The cat will come out when it feels safe.

· Be your pet’s best friend; help them with their fears.
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